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I would like to thank each one of you for electing me as your State  
Commander.  This is an amazing honor to be elected on our 100th  
anniversary of the Department of Louisiana DAV Charter.  I want to 
thank everyone involved in the whole process of the election and the 
hard work of our Department Adjutant Paul Hermann, who was  
working behind the scenes to make sure the convention was a success.  
Being the first female commander for the state is something that I do not 
take likely.  My journey with the DAV is nothing new to me, as I have 
been a part of the organization since 2011 as a National Service Officer and now as your 
Department Commander.  I would like to congratulate our newly elected Line Officers. 
They are a great group of line officers that are there to support our department mission 
and its members.  Please feel free to reach out to any of us. 

Let’s make this year notable by achieving our membership goal as a department.  That is 
going to take all of us working together.  As veterans we all have a responsibility to each 
other, when you see a fellow veteran struggling, reach out to him or her.  Veteran suicide 
is still on the rise and it’s all of our responsibility to reach out to them.  Veteran  
homelessness and hunger are still prevalent in this country.  Let’s continue to train our 
new upcoming veteran leaders in the chapters so they can continue the legacy of the 
DAV.  Share your knowledge and make them feel welcome.  These are some of my goals 
as your commander. 

As your commander I have started this year up and running.  I have attended three 
state conventions throughout Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee (MALT), attended a 
Women Veterans Luncheon in Westwego, Memorial for twenty-one unclaimed veterans 
at the veteran’s cemetery in Slidell, DAV National Convention, Commanders and  
Adjutant training in Erlanger, Kentucky, and visited six DAV Chapters.  I never leave a 
chapter without the veterans knowing who I am and that I am here to help them.  When 
I am out doing visits, I will make sure veterans know that we care and will continue to 
fight for them.  I plan to continue our fight for the interest of veterans and their families 
when we go to DC in February.  While I’m out doing outreach, I make sure that people 
are aware of the sacrifices our veterans have given.   I will continue to make sure our 
Senate and Congressional leaders know who we are. 
 
If any of you need to talk to me or need me to help with anything, please let me know.  If 
I can’t make an event or activity, I will make sure someone on the line will be there. 

Belinda Hill
Department Commander 

COMMANDER’S  CORNER

BELinda HiLL
Department CommanDer
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UP COMING CONVENTIONS 
AND CONFERENCES 

AUGUST 5-8, 2023
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY

777 Harrah’s Boulevard
Atlantic City, New Jersey 084011

Reservations: 888-516-2215
$149.00 Single/Double

Group Code: DAV

2023 National Convention

November 17-19, 2022 
at the

Double Tree Hotel
2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 

Kenner, Louisiana 70062 
(504) 467-3111

2022 Louisiana Department 
Mid-Winter Conference

The Department of Mississippi  
Mid-Winter Conference 

October 13- 16, 2022 

at the Golden Moon Casino Pearl River Resort, 
13541 Hwy 16 West Philadelphia, Mississippi 
39350.  To Print a copy of the Pre Registration 
Form for the 2022 Mid-Winter Conference, 
please click on the PDF link at davdol.org.

For reservations at the Pearl River Resort call 
1-866-447-3275 ask for the “S10DAV2” Rate. 
All reservations must be received by the hotel by 
12:00 AM Thursday, September 22, 2022.

May 18 - 21, 2023 
Beginning at 9am on the 18th

Double Tree Hotel
2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 

Kenner, Louisiana 70062 
(504) 467-3111

2023 Louisiana Department  
State Convention
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I want to congratulate everyone on their nomination, election, 
and appointments for the coming year.  I want to thank Dept.  
Commander Belinda Hill and the DEC’s for reappointing me as 
the Department Adjutant for the 2022 – 2023 year.  I look  
forward to a very successful year.  Also, Thank you for all of your 
prayers during my illness and recovery.  I am beginning to get 
back into the office, slowly.  I also want to thank Ms. Detra  
Fairley for holding everything together in my absence from the 
office.  We have begun a new membership year.  I request that we make it a full 
time thought and surpass anything we have done previously.  We as a Depart-
ment, will be awarding a Recruiter of the year and that plaque at the Mid-Win-
ter Conference in November.  I look forward to our Mid-Winter  
Conference this November 17 – 19, 2022 at the Doubletree Hotel in Kenner. It 
is not too early to make your reservations, call (504) 467 – 3111.  Our theme 
for Fun-Night is “Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball” and we are requesting everyone 
to wear a mask.  
 
Please join me in giving Congratulations to newly elected National Executive 
Committeeman for the 8th District - PDC Dave Sensat and Alternate PDC 
Mason Causey.   The Department and the 8th District also have the Honor 
of having the 4th National Jr. Vice DAV Auxiliary Commander Ms. Kathleen 
(Kathy) Wenthe.  Please join me in Congratulating her.   

It is imperative that all Chapter Commander’s & Adjutant’s begin turning in 
the required paperwork for the Mid-Winter Conference, ie (Delegate Form, 
DEC Form, Memorial Form, Fund Raising Request Form, and CSO Form).  
Also, remember all Chapter Annual Financial Report are submitted to the HQ 
Office by Sept. 30, 2022.  This includes your check & 990 form.  Again, I look 
forward to working with all of you this in continuing the outstanding work that 
this Department does.  God Bless everyone, the DAV Dept. of Louisiana, and 
our Country.

H. Paul Hermann, PDC
Department Adjutant

ADJUTANT’S CORNER

H. PauL HErmann, Pdc
Department aDjutant
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Greeting Comrades from Terry Waite Your Senior Vice Commander.

Wow, Its time for another Journal Report. It seems that the older 
we get the faster time flies. Hope that you and yours are happy and 
healthy.

As your Senior Vice Commander, I have traveled to Tennessee’s  
State Convention. It was nice to meet members of a different  
Department of this Great Organization that is called DAV. I traveled to  
National Headquarters to attend Commanders and Adjutants  

training. It showed me a lot more of just what DAV does for veterans. It was also 
my pleasure to travel to Orlando to attend the 2022 National Convention. That 
experience was amazing. Seeing again thousands of fellow Disabled  
Veterans gather to make plans to continue to fight for Veteran’s rights in  
Congress, the state and local governments to make Veterans feel Love and  
Respected when returning to lead a fulfilling life after their service to our  
Great Nation.
 
My work as Hospital Service Coordinator at the New Orleans VA Medical Center 
continues to be both rewarding and challenging. The process for certifying new 
drivers is slow but very thorough to ensure the safety of our nations Heroes/
Injured Veterans. As we all know, DAV Transportation Program is very effective 
in transporting veterans to their appointments. SLVHCS, New Orleans Voluntary 
Service, Public Relations and I continue to get the word out that we need  
volunteer driver in the New Orleans area. Another responsibility as the Hospital 
Services Coordinator is to assist our nation’s Heroes/Injured veterans regarding 
the building of a claim for compensation to obtain a positive result. It is very 
rewarding when a veteran and spouse return to my office to inform me that DAV 
has accomplished something that - they have not been able to accomplish.
 
During the month of August, Voluntary Services is starting to get all the neces-
sary details worked out for the first Homeless Veterans Stand Down since COVID 
19 devastated the normal way of life in America and the World. It’s looking to 
be a huge success. I will be working closely with the Chief of Voluntary Services 
and Volunteers to assist with the many things that will need to be accomplished 
prior to holding the event. The Homeless Stand Down will be held on October 22, 
2022.
 
I look forward to continuing to serve the needs of fellow veterans, their  
dependents, widows and orphans in all that DAV assist with to help them lead a 
happy, and fulfilled life after service to the United States of America.

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA, DAV,  

ALL VETERANS, THEIR DEPENDENTS,  
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS

R.Terry Waite
Senior Vice Commander

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER’S  CORNER

r. tErrY WaitE
Department Senior ViCe CommanDer
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August 2022 

Greetings from the Southwest corner of Louisiana.  Gracious for 
life and health, as COVID continue to come in various strands. 
Still with some limitations, I, as others, continue to strive for 
completing of repairs to my home from the Storms, which 
happened two years ago. I forge onward by assisting Veterans 
through Certified Service Officer duties and community services 
which keeps me focus.  

The DAV 100 year State Convention started the 2022 – 2023 year off with 
positive expectations.  Great Federal Legislative changes happened for  
veterans with the passing of the PACT Bill. Very exciting news! 

The DAV National State Conference enforced more expectations for  
this year. 

I anticipate visiting individual Chapters and providing services to our  
veterans and their families.  

So let’s continue to keep moving forward in relationships with our area 
House of Representatives and Congressional members to do greater things 
for our veterans as we stay vigilant in our recruiting methods. 

Irma Jean “Jean” Mitchel
1st Junior Vice Commander 

1ST JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER’S  CORNER

irma JEan mitcHEL

Department 1St junior ViCe CommanDer
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Greetings to all,

While at National Convention in Orlando, Florida.  It was  
mentioned that the suicide rate has fallen from 22 a day to 17 a 
day.  I am still concerned that even one a day is one too many.  If 
you have the opportunity to assist anyone contemplating such 
drastic measures.  Do as much as humanly possible to ensure 
this doesn’t happen to our brothers or sisters in arms!

Everyone always wants to thank the Department or National Officers for the 
job they do.  I want to thank all of you in the DAV for all that you do each 
and every day for ALL veterans.  To some of you the little that you do doesn’t 
seem to amount to a hill of beans.  However, even the littlest gesture can 
make the difference to our fellow veterans.  Thanks.

Alfred “Al” Leger  
Department Second Junior Vice-Commander

2ND JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER’S  CORNER

aLFrEd “aL” LEgEr

Department 2nD junior ViCe CommanDer
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HELLO EVERYONE:

I would like to briefly introduce myself.  My name is Robert 
Chapman, I served in the Army from 1973 to 1984 as a  
combat engineer.  I am married to the love of my life Mrs. Janice 
Felder-Chapman, we have 9 children together.  Our kids are  
Sasha who is currently living in Germany, Shalonda, Shonta,  
Tevin, Kasey, Dedria, Derrick, Brodderick.  Kelley(deceased).   
We have 6 grandchildren.
 
I live in Denham Springs, La.  I am the Commander for Chapter #50 in  
Springfield, La.  I am retired from KLL Trucking as an owner operator for over 
25 years, with a standing record there of driving 2 million miles accident free.
 
It is truly an honor to serve as your 3rd Jr. Vice Commander for this great state 
of Louisiana.  I am excited and looking forward to visiting as many chapters as 
possible this up coming year, to get to know my fellow Disabled Veterans.  So 
far this year, I have attended several places and events.  Below is a listing of 
them.
 
 May 12-15th:  DAV Dept. of LA State Convention in Alexandria, La.
 June 2-5th:  Attended DAV Dept. of Alabama State Convention.
 June 6th:  Volunteer and worked Summer Camp Club Outreach Youth  
        for Fallen Veteran Families.
 June 12-15th:  Attended DAV Dept. of Tennessee State Convention.
 June 18th:  Attended a DAVA Junior baseball game in Leesville, La.
 June 23rd:  Attended service for 26 Fallen Soldiers in Slidell, La.
 July 18-20th:  Volunteer work Camp for the House of Praise COGIC
 August 4-10th:  Attended the National Convention in Orlando, Florida.
 
I plan to attend the National Convention for the DAVA Auxiliary in Lexington, 
Kentucky.  
 
I would like to thank you all for electing me to serve as your 3rd Jr. Vice  
Commander and I look forward to seeing everyone at the Mid-Winter  
Conference 2022 in November.
 
Be Blessed,
 
Robert Chapman
3rd. Junior Vice Commander

3RD JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER’S  CORNER

roBErt cHaPman

Department 3rD junior ViCe CommanDer
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Greetings from State of Louisiana Sergeant of Arms Pamela Russell. I 
would like to begin by thanking all who elected me to be entrusted in 
this line officer position.
 
The conference in May, held in Alexandria, was very interesting,  
especially the group that showed all of the different flags our country 
has used.  The speakers, including my boss, Secretary of the  
Department of Veteran Affairs Joey Strickland, were a plethora of  
information that I shared with Chapter 21, where I serve proudly as 
the commander. 

 
I wish to extend best wishes to my friend and Past Department Commander, Mike 
McTiernan. It doesn’t seem like the year has already passed and gone. He is still 
passing out my personal phone number to veterans!
 
I am especially excited to congratulate the new Department Commander Belinda 
Hill as the first woman commander of the 100th Louisiana annual conference. She 
will be the first one there, if help is needed. I have known her since she worked in 
the New Orleans office and she was a very hard worker. She is very knowledgeable 
with the claims process. I thought she was going to “enjoy” retirement for a while 
when she left the office, but she has different plans.
 
At the beginning of the 100th Annual conference, there was a woman’s veteran  
forum where we learned more about medical benefits, opportunities for women in 
the workforce, among a lot of other stuff. I did a presentation on LDVA state  
benefits. I’m sure that I took more time that was allotted, but there were many 
questions that were answered by pretty much all of the 50 or more attendees. This 
was a great opportunity for the women to learn from each other. I saw a lot of 
business cards passed and a lot of phone numbers written down. There were a lot of 
free items that were passed out too. I really appreciated the opportunity and hope to 
attend another in the near future.
 
I attended Commander’s Call in Springfield in July, and enjoyed meeting more DAV 
people there. It was an informational meeting and I learned a few things there. The 
lunch was very much appreciated afterwards. 
 
I also serve Chapter 21 as the volunteer service officer. I have assisted many  
veterans with their claims and giving advice from my 16 years as a LDVA service 
officer. I work in Many and Mansfield offices. There isn’t a day that goes by that a n 
ew claimant isn’t seen by me.
 
I continue to encourage veterans to sign up to be a member of this wonderful  
organization. There are so many benefits to take advantage of besides getting your 
claim submitted.  

Until next time, 

LA Sgt of Arms, 
Pamela Russell

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  CORNER
PamELa russELL
Department Sergeant-at-armS
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LOUISIANA INTERDICTION LAWS

A court may order the full interdiction of a person of the age of 
majority, who due to an infirmity, is no longer able to make  
reasoned decisions regarding the care of his person and property, 
or to communicate those decisions, and whose interests cannot 
be protected by less restrictive means.
 
An interdict loses the capacity to make contracts, sales, affidavits, 
and control over where he will live, how he will spend his money, 
almost all medical decisions, and virtually every aspect of his life. 
 
Interdiction is a harsh remedy . A judgment of interdiction is, in the final 
analysis, a pronouncement of civil death without the dubious advantage of an 
inscription therof on a tombstone said the Court in Doll v. Doll, 156 So. 2d 275 
(La. App,4 cir. 1963). It is also an expensive and complex procedure and should 
only be used in extreme situations and less restrictive means should be used if 
at all possible, such as a Durable Power of Attorney, which would allow one’s 
agent to handle the ordinary affairs of life.
 
The law has many safeguards to protect an individual from  interdiction that is 
falsely brought and one in the news fairly recently was the Benson interdiction 
brought by his children to take control of his affairs which was contested by 
Benson and he prevailed.
 
Briefly a Petition for a full interdiction is filed in the parish of the person’s  
domicile and can be brought by any interested party, but usually it is a spouse 
or child. The petition has detailed requirements such as the petitioner’s  
relation to the defendant, where the defendant will live, reasons why  
interdiction is needed, and who will be appointed the curator (administrator) 
of the interdict, and a second person who assists the curator, who is called an 
under curator. The petition must be served by the Sheriff personally on the 
defendant who has 21 days to respond. 
 
After that 21 days if no answer if filed by the defendant the petitioner asks 
the court to appoint an attorney at law to represent the defendant, who is 
also called a curator, to visit personally with the defendant and make a report 
to the court. The petitioner also asks the court to appoint an examiner with 
training or experience in the type of infirmity alleged (need not be a physician) 
who must send a written report to the court. If a person knew or should have 
known that any material factual allegation concerning grounds for interdiction 
was false, then that person is liable for damages.

(continued on page 13)

JUDGE ADVOCATE’S  CORNER
cHarLEs m. “tEx” stEvEnson

Department juDge aDVoCate
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Hello my SHEROE Friends,

Good day to all! As you know we had a Women Veterans  
Conference at the state convention in May and it was a great 
success. We were honored to have Debra Varner, DAV  
National Chaplain attend with several other women DAV 
members who joined us from Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi. About 60 women Veterans attended. We had a 

great time and learned a lot so please make sure you save the date for next year’s conference 
in May at the state convention.

We also made history in our 100th year of DAV in Louisiana as the first woman was elected 
as our first female state Commander, Belinda Hill. Belinda is an Army Veteran and an  
outstanding Commander. We are blessed to have her serve as our Commander for our 100th 
year! How exciting. Congratulations, Commander Hill.

The DAV National Convention was held in Orlando in early August and I was fortunate to be 
able to attend. I was privleged to serve on the Legislative Committee and was able to see  
the many resolutions that DAV will work on this coming year to be placed into the  
legislature and possibly into law. If you have never been involved in submitting a resolution 
for consideration, I encourage you to sign on to DAV.org and learn more about the process. 
Another thing you can do to help legislation pass that concerns Veterans is to be enrolled in 
the Commanders Action Network (CAN) which you can access and sign up for at DAV.org. 
Try to make it part of your weekly schedule to take a few minutes to log on to DAV.org and 
see what our national headquarters is doing for us. The DAV is strong advocate for women 
Veterans and they continue to support and bring better services to, Women Veterans.
 
During the convention the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Experience Office/ 
Center for Women Veterans, presented a new Women Veterans Workshop, My Journey, which 
is in the initial stages of being deployed to the women Veterans community. I signed up to be 
a trainer so you’ll hear more in the future about this new exciting, interactive program.
 
We also attended a Woman Veterans Seminar and the guest speaker was Phyllis Wilson, US 
Army , retired, The Women in Military Service for America (WIMSA) Memorial Foundation 
President. The memorial, also known as the Military Women’s Memorial, is located at the 
entrance to Arlington Cemetery and was dedicated on October 18, 1997. It is America’s only 
national memorial dedicated to military women. The Women’s Memorial is dedicated to  
preserving our history – one story at a time. Each state has one or more Ambassadors who 

(continued on page 13)

Sandy  Franks
Notes and Updates

Calling All Women Veterans S
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Department Women Veterans representiVe
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A hearing of interdiction proceedings shall be heard summarily and by preferance. The 
defendant has a right to be present at the hearing and the petitioner bears the burden of proof 
by clear and convincing evidence. If the court grants the interdiction the Curator has to  
provide a sworn descriptive list of all of the property of the interdict and its value and post 
a bond and both the curator and undercurator must execute an oath of office. The judgment 
of interdiction is recorded by the clerk of court in the mortgage and conveyance office of the 
court. 
 
Thereafter the curator will handle all of the affairs of the interdict with the concurrence of the  
undercurator and must file a report annually to the court regarding the financial affairs of the 
interdict.
 
As one can see this is a complex legal situation and the court costs can range up to $2,000 or 
more and attorney’s fees can be quite high all of which are paid out of the interdict’s estate if 
the interdiction is successful.
 
This is a very simplified account of a full interdiction and no discussion was made regarding a 
temporary interdiction, or a interdiction of just the person or his finances, or of obtaining re-
straining orders to protect the defendant and his property. As always consult an attorney who 
has experience in elder law to explain these comlex legal matters.

Charles M. “Tex” Stevenson
Department Judge Advocate

promote the Memorial in their state. I am blessed to be one of the Ambassadors for Louisiana so, of 
course, I would like to see all Louisiana women Veterans register at the Memorial and tell your story. 
There is no cost and the story of your military service will be archived for  
generations to come. Log on to www.womensmemorial.org to get started. Please make this a personal 
priority as over 90% of Women Veterans are not registered. Also, google Phyllis  
Wilson and check out her story and history – very impressive. She is a super lady and  
great leader!
 
I visited Westwego, Louisiana a few weeks ago to meet and have lunch with a group of DAV women 
Veterans. It was a wonderful experience and I had a great time. I certainly enjoyed meeting such a fab-
ulous group of ladies. Thanks to Linda Givens and all of the other ladies for the invitation. 
 
Let’s all be a battle buddy for each other and try to reach out and check on your sisters.  
Network, help each other, get together, have lunch, form a book club, go to a festival, just do it togeth-
er so we can connect and continue to share our stories as amazing SHEROES! 
God bless you all and thank you for your service.

Respectfully,
     
Sandy Franks, USAF, retired
DAV Department of Louisiana,
Women Veterans Coordinator
(318) 470-7899    
218 Tipton Road
Ringgold, LA 71068
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Department JuDge aDVocate (continueD)

Department Women Veterans representiVe (continueD)
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I will have to admit that over the past years I have been avoiding  
becoming a Service Officer. I just did not think that I had the time for this 
type of work. I was wrong. 

The rewards of being a service Office far outweigh anytime you will spend 
not doing this work. Work it is not, it is the privilege of helping another 
veteran get back to a life of meaning. You never know who or were for 
that matter who is going to call. Granted I am far from the person that has 
all the answers, but I do not care where the Veteran is that needs assis-
tance. I am listing a few below: 

1)  Recently I got a call from Paul. He said that there was a Veteran over in Ruston, 
La., that had lost his second leg and that had asked a couple of others to help him out. 
Ruston is about 70 miles from where I live, and I took the call. I had never made a call 
like this before and was told the  
proper forms to use.  

He had lost both legs blow the knee due to Diabetes. His nearest relative lived in  
Baton Rouge, 4 ½ hours away. I did not even know that I had to take the finished 
form to the Overton Brooks Medical Center. To complete the forms, I made three trips 
to Ruston, LA, but we got it done. He was to receive an update on his Car so he could 
drive and have his bathroom redone with a new shower.  

Was it worth the time? You will never know until you reach out to help a  
fellow Veteran. 

2)  The first time I reach out to help a Veteran in need was before I became a  
Service Officer. After several years one Saturday after working BINGO we got a call 
from a Chapter Member in need of a ride home from Dallas, TX. He had just gone 
through Open Heart surgery and when they started home his car broke down. The call 
for help came and no one would step up. I had never met him as yet and there was a 
need that needed to be filled. I agreed to meet him in Tyler, TX as he had a ride that 
far. We, Les and I, drove to Tyler, and after about an hour I had Les give him a call. 
He was sill at the Hospital in Plano. We agree to go to Canton and wait for me there. 
When we got to Canton, I said, Les, Call him again. He was still in North Dallas. We 
then wen to Bucky’s and waited there for him, I refused to drive in Dallas at that time 
of day. All this started about 1:30 pm. I got home around 1:45 am. I said all this to let 
you know that he has become the Chapter Adjutant and has been for several years. 

3)  There are several more examples of what can make you a better person. I know 
that some of you will just ignore this. That Sir or Madam is your problem. Again you 
have a choice to make, Most I am sorry to say will PASS. Those who chose to serve are 
the ones that will receive a Blessing.

Never Quit, Isaiah 6-8, “Here am I Lord, Send Me.”

Michael McTiernan
Junior Past Department Commander

JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S CORNER

micHaEL mctiErnan, Jr Pdc
Department junior paSt Department CommanDer
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Hello Comrades,

I would like to thank everyone who stepped up and made this 
past State Convention such a success.  It wouldn’t have been 
possible without everyone’s patience and hard work.  

I would like to congratulate Belinda Hill on being elected as our 
new State Commander and all of the newly elected line officers 
for this year.  I am looking forward to working with all, so if I can 
be of service feel free to give me a call.  

The annual financial reports are due to Dept. HQ no later than 30, September 
2022.  While your 990N is due no later than 15, November 2022, it is best to 
file it at the same time that you complete your financial report and send them 
both to Dept. HQ before 30, September.  

If you would like to purchase a shirt, jacket or hat call me.  Remember to call 
ahead of time so they can be ordered and in before the Mid-Winter Conference.  
I am setting the cutoff for new orders by 1, November.  I will no longer be car-
rying extra shirts or jackets to the conventions or conferences.  I will, however, 
still have hats available as they are compact and can be transported easily.

I have just returned from the DAV/DAVA National Convention in Orlando, 
Florida.  I truly enjoy attending the different briefings that is put on each year, 
they are super informative.  If you have never attended a national convention, I 
highly recommend your attendance as you will learn a great deal about how the 
National Organization is ran.

Our Department Mid-Winter Conference is coming up in Kenner, LA on 17-19, 
November 2022.  Please get your registration in on time to avoid the extra fee.  
I am looking forward to seeing each of you and I know that we will have a great 
conference with your attendance and help.  

Lastly, I would like to Congratulate my wife, Kathleen Wenthe, for being elect
ed the DAV Auxiliary National 4th Jr. Vice Commander.  I am so proud of all 
that she has accomplished and now a new journey begins! 

Kevin Wenthe
PNEC, PDC, Dept. Treasurer

TREASURER’S CORNER

KEvin WEntHE, PnEc/Pdc
Department treaSurer
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Greetings fellow DAV Veterans and members of the DAVA
It has been a very fast year. It is a pleasure to be your Chaplain 
and I am seeking new ways to reach out to those DAV/DAVA 
members and families who need a kind word, a prayer, or just a 
hand to hold. I am depending on the Commanders, Adjutants, 
and Chaplains of each Chapter to lead the way in ministering to 
the needs of their chapter members. I respectfully ask that I be 
included in the process so I can help if possible.  

I would like to encourage all to look for ways to continue to serve your 
fellow veterans. I will be a functioning member of the DAV/DAVA and I 
ask that of each of you. Membership means we are all necessary Parts of 
the Whole. Membership means we are different but we still work together. 
Membership means everything we say and do is based on a Biblical  
Foundation of love, remember our Motto. “If I cannot speak good/well of 
my fellow veteran/member I WILL NOT SPEAK ILL OF HIM OR HER”. I 
will be a unifying DAV/DAVA member. Unity is critically important each of 
us as a DAV/DAVA member must strive to be a unifier. You are never to be 
a divisive force. Gossip and negative talk are both destructive to the DAV/
DAVA.  Forgiveness and Unity are to be your mantra.  

I will not let the DAV/DAVA be about my preferences and desires.  
Remember we are all parts of the whole. Be a servant to others, especially 
the sick, widowed and those who are in need. The word servant is 
 mentioned 57 times in the New Testament. The biblical servant was  
often a person who worked in a household but it also refers to our role  
as Christians. 
 
Jesus said; we must be last of all and servant of all. Paul wrote in 
Philippians 2:5-11. “Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus”. We are 
all to be servants, to put others first and to keep the unity of the DAV/
DAVA. I will pray for my leaders, both in the DAV/DAVA, local chapters, 
state and national officers/officials. Our Nation is in serious trouble and we 
must all pray for GOD’s intervention and that our leaders will seek GOD’s 
guidance in their decision-making. Pray for each other’s physical and  
mental health.  

I will treasure DAV/DAVA membership as a gift. There are two ways to 
view membership. The first and often the most common approach is one 
can look at DAV/DAVA membership as that in a country club. Everything 
is for our benefit and someone else does all the work and we get the  
benefits. What happens when the country club member is asked to  
contribute? What happens if the member is asked to serve on a committee 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
dEWEY “WadE” JEnKins 

Department Chaplain
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or to work on some project, etc? Being a member has some legalistic approach and you may 
do so begrudgingly. Country club membership is not about working it’s about being served. 
Many get mad when asked to do something for the club and a common response is “I did my 
time it’s someone else’s time” Some get angry at the leadership citing they get paid for it and/
or they have all the spotlight on them. They are just lazy and trying to get out of work.  

The second concept of membership and most important approach is the Biblical attitude that 
of seeing serving as a gift, something to be treasured. Membership means we have the  
opportunity to serve and give rather that thinking we are being forced to do so. Our entire 
attitude is changed when one looks at membership in a biblical manner. Jesus served his sub-
jects throughout his short time on earth and suffered and died for our sins providing us a way 
to receive eternal salvation. 

When one receives the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, we are to assume the body 
of Christ. We are to be humbled and honored to serve our Lord and to love those around us. 
Jesus wants us all to be in unity toward one another and to be servants. So it is with the DAV/
DAVA. Please do not take your membership for granted, but see it as a gift, a way to serve 
others and to be a part of something so much greater than one member.  

Remember again your savior died on a cross for your sins and in doing so opened the door for 
salvation. All you have to do is step though and accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  
Become that body of Christ and beginning serving others and become a functioning  
member. You can be an eye, an ear, a hand, a back, etc. in serving Jesus. So it can be in the 
DAV/DAVA, everyone has something to give to the good of the organization.   

I look forward to the remainder of the year in serving the needs of my fellow veterans and the 
DAVA as best I as my ability and with GOD’s guidance.  

I have (Get Well Cards and Sympathy cards) to send to those who need them, but the key 
again is informative and TIMELY contact from my fellow DAV Veterans and 
DAVA colleagues. I am easy to reach via any method you chose as provided below.

Wade Jenkins
Department Chaplain
136 Jenkins Road
Forest Hill, LA 71430-8759
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A Centruy’s Celebration

Felix J. Polito
Commander Belinda Hill and Senior Vice Cdr R. 
Terry Waite represented 2021-22 Commander 
Michael McTiernan attending the 100th Birthday 
Celebration of Felix J. Polito, at the WWII Muse-
um on April 24, 2022.  DAV was instrumental in 
his receiving the Purple Heart Medal for wounds 
recieved during action.  A ceremony was held  
presenting him with the Purple Heart Medal by 
Major General Lee Hopkins.  He was most proud 
of the Purple Heart.   
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A Centruy’s Celebration
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Commander’s/Adjutant’s Training
Department Commander Belinda and Senior Vice Commander R. Terry Waite attended training for all 
newly elected and installed Department Commanders. The training was held at DAV National Head-
quarters in Kentucky. Training for Department Adjutants is also conducted for newly appointed  
Department Adjutants.
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Slidell Veterans Cemetery
Commander Belinda Hill and other Louisiana DAV and DAVA members attended a ceremony to intern 
unclaimed veterans with no known family.  
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2022 State Convention

DAV and DAVA Department Officers prepare for the  
opening ceremony.

Opening Ceremony

DAV and DAVA Department Chaplains 
recite the opening ceremony.

DAV Cdr Mctiernan and DAVA Cdr  
Comeaux light the first candles of the 

opening ceremony.

Women Veteran Forum 
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2022 State Convention

Flag Ceremony
Each flag that represented the United States during war and peacetime was  

presented as its description, conflict, and dates it was in service. Performed by
National Sojourners Inc. Beauregard Anderson, Chapter 50

Mason Causey, PDC  
presented  

Beauregard Anderson,  
Chapter 50 with a Certificate 

of Appreciation. (right)

Mason Causey, PDC presented 
Jaxon Richmond with a Certificate 

of Appreciation for reciting the  
Pledge of Allegiance. (above)

Standing Committees

There are many committees that are chaired by a Line Officer and comprised of Past  
Department Officers. The Committee brings resolution’s before the membership for a vote.

Women Veteran Forum 
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2022 State Convention

Standing Committees
(continued)

(Above left) Commander McTiernan conducting one of 

the many Standing Committees. 

 100% Membership Goal Awards
(center left to right) Chapter Commander Gordon 
Jeffers for Chapter 7, 2nd Jr Vice Commander Irma Jean 
Mitchel for Chapter 17, and Sr Vice Commander Belinda 
Hill for Chapter 23.
(Bottom right) 1st Jr Vice Commander R.Terry Waite 
for Chapter 33.
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Van Driver of the Year  
2021-2022

Michael McInturff.

Service Officer of the Year  
2021-2022 to Terry Jackson.

Linda Given accepting  
on his behalf.

Volunteer of Year  
2021-2022 to James Smoak.

Linda Given accepting  
on his behalf.

Veteran of Year  
2021-2022 to  

Bernard E. Powell.

PNEC/PDC George E. Figueron, Jr received the 
Life Time Achievement Award

from the Department of Louisiana.

PDC Mason Causey and Commander Michael  
McTiernan hold the 100 Years Chartered Plaque.

A feast was laid out for guest attending the State 
Convention’s Banquet.

2022 State Convention

Banquet Night
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2022 State Convention
State Convention Sing Alone Karaoke Night 
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Election of Officers for 2022-2023

Newly elected oficers for the  
Department of Louisiana.

PDC Causey presents Commander Hill, with 
her new Deparmtment Commander’s Cap.

Commander Hill, places Junior Past  
Department Commander McTiernan with 

his new PDC Cap.

2022 State Convention

(left)
Mr. Hill pinned his wife  

Commander Belinda Hill with 
her Commander Pin as she 
assumes Command of the  
Department of Louisiana.

Commander Hill addresses Louisiana’s  
membership for the first time as the  

Department Commander.
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2022 National Convention

Department of Louisiana’s members 
during a break after one of the many  
session they attended during the  
National Convention in Orlando, FL.

Dave Sensat
National Executive Committeeman

8th District NEC/ANEC for the MALT

Mason Causey
Alt National Executive Committeemen

Department of Louisiana
1st Junior Vice Commander Irma Jean Mitchel, 

and Commander Belinda Hill,
with members of the department and  

other members from the MALT.

Louisiana leads 

MALT 
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DAV and DAVA

Department of Louisiana
1st Junior Vice Commander Irma Jean Mitchel, 

and Commander Belinda Hill,
with members of the department and  

other members from the MALT.

Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band played for the 
DAV and DAVA members during the Fun Night 

at the National Convention in Orlando, FL.

Lt Dan Band  
rocking the night!
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2022 National Convention

National Fun Night

Department of Louisiana Night out
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DAV and DAVA
Commander Hill, presented out going Auxiliary 8th District National Executive  
Committeewomen Kathleen Wenthe, along with PNEC/PDC Kevin Wenthe, and  
PNEC/PDC Eddie Figeron.
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2022 National Convention

National Commander’s Dinner

Cdr Belinda Hill and Sr Vice Cdr Terry Waite

PNEC/PDC Wenthe, Cdr Belinda Hill, and APNEX/PDC Causey

Cdr Belinda Hill and 
National 4th Jr Vice Cdr Kathleen Wenthe 
PNEC/PDC

PNEC/PDC Kevin Wenthe  and 
National 4th Jr Vice Cdr Kathleen Wenthe 
PNEC/PDC
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Newly Elected National DAV Auxiliary

4th Junior Vice Commander
Kathleen Wenthe

Kathleen M. Wenthe is a life member of Jack Redell Unit #20 in Leesville, Louisiana.  She is eligible through 
her husband, a service-connected disabled veteran, and a DAV Life member since 1997.   

She presently serves as Adjutant/Treasurer of her unit since its establishment in 2011.  She is also the  
Auxiliary State Department Adjutant/Treasurer, an office she has held for the past 5 years.  Kathleen was the 
Louisiana State Commander in 2016-2017.  

Kathleen has served on the Americanism, Jr. Activities, Community Service, Legislation, and VAVS Committees 
and served as the Committee Chairman for VAVS and Legislation at National Convention.  She was the 8th 
District National Executive Committeemen (NEC) in 2021-2022, elected to the National Finance Committee, 
and elected as the Chairman of National Finance Committee during her year as NEC.  She was elected on 
August 9, 2022 as National 4th Jr. Vice Commander at the DAV Auxiliary’s 2022 National Convention held in 
Orlando, Florida. 

March 2021, Kathleen retired from working with active-duty soldiers for 21 years.  She has aided in thousands 
of soldiers’ training and preparing them to deploy into combat situations overseas.   

Kathleen believes firmly that this organization will only continue to grow if each member gives it their all and 
continues to be actively involved with the Veterans in the community”.  It is after all our purpose. 

Kathleen and Kevin married in 1993 with a total of five children, 12 grandchildren and two great-grand-
children.  She enjoys kayaking with friends, running in the country, cruising the Caribbean, crocheting, and 
visiting with friends and family.  
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UNIT MONTHLY MEETINGS

Unit 2    1st Tuesday of the month
Unit 7   4th Thursday of the month
Unit 8   1st Tuesday of the month
Unit 17   1st Monday of the month
Unit 20   3rd Monday of the month
Unit 21   2nd Thursday of the month
Unit 30   1st Thursday of the month
Unit 50   2nd Thursday of the month

     The work of the DAV’s Chapters, Auxiliary Units, state-level Departments and associated  
organizations on behalf of disabled veterans in the communities they serve is substantial.
     As a new generation of disabled veterans return from service, and the numbers of World 
War II, Korean, and Vietnam era veterans who need assistance increases, our nations hero’s 
need your help.
     In 2007, the Disabled American Veterans began the Local Veterans Assistance Program, 
or LVAP. This program recognizes creative volunteerism to support Veterans. Volunteers can 
complete activities such as yard work, running errands, shoveling snow, cooking, painting, or  
performing home repairs. Auxiliary members that volunteer for LVAP can receive credit for 
their time. These hours are also used when determining eligibility for the Jesse Brown  
Memorial Youth Scholarship.
     Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals, nursing homes, and clinics have a wide range of  
volunteer opportunities available. Whether driving volunteer vans, working directly with  
patients, VA’s professional staff, in various clinics, or patient wards, a volunteer’s dedication 
to serve never goes unnoticed. These dedicated men, women, and children are what bring 
the DAV Auxiliary to its mission of “Making a Difference.”
     To learn about voluntary service programs in your area, please contact your nearest  
facility using the VA Medical Center Directory.

Help Local Veterans

STATE LEADERSHIP 

Commander   Shirley S. Mercer 
Sr Vice Commander  Sheila Stephens 
Jr Vice Commander   Linda Durand
Sergeant-At-Arms  Janice Chapman 
State Adjutant/Treasurer    
  PSC/NEC  Kathy Wenthe 
State Judge Advocate  Betty Lou Lane 
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NOTES FROM THE AUXILIARY
COMMANDER’S TALK

Shirley Mercer
CONGRATULATIONS to Kathleen Wenthe our new 4th Jr. Vice  
National Commander!

I encourage all Unit members to work on membership without our 
members we do not have an organization; remember our juniors 
count as members also.  So, sign up that grandbaby.  Our Juniors are 
the future of this organization without them in 20 to 30 years down 
the road we may not have this organization.  Let your Junior take part 
in your meetings.  They can lead the pledge, they can do the opening 
and closing prayers and they can greet our Veterans as they come in.  Thanking a Veteran is 
always a good way to put a smile on his or her face.
 
Please remember everyone has a voice in this organization.  If you have an idea or opinion 
speak up, we want to hear you, because your idea count and we want to hear from you.
 
Every Unit should try to send one member to Fall Conference; the knowledge they will come 
back with is so great.  Each year there are changes made in our By-Laws at conference.  You 
get to learn more about these changes and if you have questions this is the time to ask  
questions and state your opinion.  
 
I am looking forward to the Mid-Winter Conference in November.  Please remember, it is in 
Kenner, La. this year.  Please try to come.  The theme is “Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball”.  It 
should be fun!
 
Please keep our politicians in check by using Commander’s Action Network (CAN) please 
do so.  It is important for our Veterans to get the help that is so greatly needed.  Our voices 
to our Congressman and Senators make a difference if they can get this help.  If we don’t tell 
them how we feel about an issue they have no way of knowing there is a problem in that area.  
So again, please register with CAN and make your voice be heard.

Remember to thank a veteran for their service and welcome home a Vietnam veteran.

Shirley Mercer
Past State Auxiliary Commander/Commander State Auxiliary
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Congratulations to Kathleen Wenthe as our new DAVA  National 
4th Jr. Vice Commander, wishing her a great successful year.

Thank you everyone for putting your confidence in me as your  Sr. 
Vice Commander.  As membership chairman “we” all need to take 
more opportunities to sign up new members. Without growth of our 
Auxiliary we may not be able to have a future organization.  “We” 
need to also focus on our Jr members because they are our future 
leaders. I believe getting the younger members involved will make 
the Auxiliary stronger for the years to come. If anyone has any sug-

gestions on how we can make our membership drives better please let me know.

Had a blast in Orlando at the DAV/DAVA National Convention.  After listening to the different  
committees’ suggestions I am able to bring back the knowledge that will help the Auxiliary  
move forward.

Thank y’all again for letting me represent the State of Louisiana 8th District at the National  
Convention.  I will continue to try to find new ways to help our Veterans.

God Bless our Veterans and their families

Shelia Stephens

Senior VICE COMMANDER’S VOICE 

Shelia Stephens
NOTES FROM THE AUXILIARY

Article II of the DAV Auxiliary Constitution codifies the purpose of the organization to  
include, in part, advancing “the interests and work for the betterment of all wounded, injured, and 
disabled veterans and their families….” In carrying out this stated purpose, the DAV  
Auxiliary Service Program has been re-developed to assist surviving spouses of service- 
connected disabled veterans in times of dire financial need. In many instances, the surviving spouse is 
faced with an emergency need to pay outstanding utility bills, mortgage/rent, medical bills, etc., and 
this program can offer a measure of hope to lessen the weight of despair. The one-time maximum  
payment will be payable directly to the financial need on behalf of the surviving spouse.

Service Program funding is reliant upon national mandates and generous donations and in order to 
sustain the fund, the national finance committee shall determine a maximum amount to be granted 
during a calendar year.

For additional information, contact DAV Auxiliary national headquarters at 833-368-1220, or dava@
dav.org. The Service Program will also provide financial support to ill and injured veterans and their 
families through select DAV-sponsored events as deemed appropriate and with the approval of the 
national finance committee.

Service Program
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Greetings everyone,
 
We have just returned from National Convention in Orlando, Florida.   
Louisiana along with the 8th District MALT was well represented.  I am proud of Jack 
Redell Unit 20 for receiving a national award in group 2 for Americanism and  
Lafayette Unit 2 for receiving a national award in group 1 for Jr. Activities.  
 
We elected a new 8th District NEC and Alternate from Tennessee.   
Congratulations goes out to the new NEC, PSC Jeff Jungkans and his alternate PSC 
Dorthey Robinson.  I know they are going to do a great job for the next two years.  
 
Mid-winter Conference will begin on Thursday November 17, 2022 and will end on Saturday November 19, 
2022.  Please plan your stay as we will have meetings that will start as early as 1pm on the 17th.  A condensed 
agenda will be sent out soon to the units.  
 
As of now the Registration and Hotel information is available on the DAV Department’s website, go to www.
davdol.org click on the 13th tab down “Conventions and Meetings” then click on Mid-Winter Conference.   The 
registration form has changed just a little bit this year.  You will send in one form for each individual that  
attends.  Mark yourself appropriately as to who you are and what you are, ie. DAV/DAVA/Non-member.  Be sure 
to pay close attention to the deadlines that are listed on the forms.  You will be responsible to pay the late fees 
if your registration is not received on time.  The registration must be posted marked no later than October 14, 
2022.  This years Fun Night Theme is “Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball” Dress Up – Dress Down – Come  
as You ARE!  
 
As a reminder, all units must have their Financial reports completed and turned in to me no later  
than September 30.  If you are having a problem with this please let me know so I can either help you or at the 
very least expect the delay and know why.  Also, those 990N e-post cards are due no later than November 15th.   
If your unit has not filed this as of yet, you will need to create a new log in for the IRS Website with their new 
system called ID.me.  It’s a simple process that I can help walk you thru if you find yourself not sure what to do, 
just give me a call.  For all the ones that did get yours in before the change you will still have to go in a create a 
new account as well.  I will be happy to go over it with everyone at Mid-winter conference.   Don’t forget when 
mailing all of your information, send all copies to include the financial schedules and June bank statement to me, 
National and DAV Department HQ. 
 
Each Unit is asked to bring a couple of small door prizes and all donations are welcome for Auction/Raffle items 
to help raise funds.  
 
Remember, that I am always just a phone call away.  If anyone is still calling the home-land line, 286-9294, please 
make sure that you switch to my primary number (337) 208-3825.  The land line will be disconnected soon.  
 
I hope to see all of you at Mid-winter conference.  For now take care and God Bless.  
 
Kathleen Wenthe, PSC, PNEC
LA. State Adjutant/Treasurer

NOTES FROM THE AUXILIARY
ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS

Kathy Wenthe
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Greetings DAVA family and friends

     With our mission of service to Disabled Veterans and their families. Since being 
elected Jr. Vice Commander with the DAVA I find the different programs, such as 
Americanism, Community service, Junior Activities just to mention a few. I find it 
personally rewarding and fulfilling. 
     One that I have found especially important, and rewarding is DAV/DAVA  
Legislative Priorities to help educate Legislators, candidates. and agencies.  
     It is important to our Congressmen and Senators to hear our voices regarding all 
that comes before them. Such as recently on August 2,2022 passage of the  
Honoring our PACT ACT, which would provide millions of Veterans who were 
exposed to burn pits, Agent Orange, radiation, and other toxic substances access to 
the health care and benefits they have earned in service to our nation. 

     On August 10, 2022 President Biden signed the bipartisan Honoring Our Promise to address Comprehensive 
Toxics [PACT] ACT into law.
     It is particularly important to join Commanders Action Network [CAN] 
     I am looking forward to learning and sharing more about DAVA . 
     GOD Bless all our Veterans and their Family
 
Linda Durand
State Jr. Vice Commander Auxiliary  

Junior VICE COMMANDER’S VOICE 

Linda Durand
NOTES FROM THE AUXILIARY

FROM THE Sergeant-At-Arms

Janice Felder-Chapman
 Sgt. At Arms Mrs. Janis Felder Chapman

Hello Everyone,
 
     I would just like to say thanks to the Louisiana State Auxiliary for  
electing me to serve as your Sgt. At Arms for this great State. I appreciate 
the confidence you have in me to perform this job.  I hope and pray that I 
make you proud.  I plan to visit several Units this year. 
     Places and things that I have done so far this year are  
as follows:   
     I have attended the DAV Louisiana State Convention, DAV Mississippi 
State Convention, along with DAV Alabama and Tennessee State  
Convention.  I have volunteered at summer camps for Fallen Veterans  
Families at Club Outreach and House of Praise COGIC in Walker, La.  I 
attended a DAVA member baseball game to show support in Leesville, La.  

I attended the service for THE 26 Fallen Soldiers in Slidell, La and the DAV National Convention in Orlando, 
Florida.  I look forward to offering my service where needed this year and hope to see you in November at the 
Mid-Winter Conference. 
     I would like to share this quote with you that I used in my classroom the first day of school for 30 years.  I put 
this on my chalk board for my students and asked them to always remember something that I apply to my life 
every day.  “Never let what someone does or say define the person you are.”  May God bless each of you.

Janice Felder-Chapman
DAVA Sgt. At Arms
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NOTES FROM THE AUXILIARY
FROM THE JUDGE ADVOCATE

Betty Lou Lane
Hello!

    Congratulations to Kathy Wenthe, State Department Auxiliary Adjutant/ 
Treasurer, for getting on the National Auxiliary ticket as 4th Jr. Vice.
    Wishing you much success as you climb the ladder. 
    As you all know, our Louisiana State DAV/DAVA Fall Conference is just 
around the corner. Pease get your Reservations in if you haven’t already.
    All Auxiliary members please come prepared to attend all our meetings, 
because there is much to be done. This will be a School of Instruction for all our 

members. New members and us old members need this training in doing these reports and doing  
them RIGHT.
    Hope to see you all in November!
    Thank a Veteran for their Service.
    God Bless American.

Stay Safe!

Betty Lou Lane, PSC
Judge Advocate
Dept. of Louisiana DAVA
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     Officer’s Call held on July 23, 2022 at Chapter 50 location in the AMVET Hall, Post 68, in Springfield, 
LA.  An award from the DAV Department of Tennessee was presented for his service as Past Department 
Commander to Jr. PDC Mike McTiernan, and to Department Adjutant Paul Hermann, for his service as 
Department Adjutant by Commander Belinda Hill, on behalf of the DAV Tennessee Department.

Commander Hill, presented Junior Past Depart-
ment Commander Michael McTiernan an award 
on behalf of the Department of Tennessee, for his 
service as Past Department Commander.

Commander Hill, presented Department Adjutant 
Paul Hermann an award on behalf of the  
Department of Tennessee, for his service as  
Department Adjutant.

July Officer’s Call

Commander Hill awarded Department Adjutant H. Paul Hermann with an Air Force Plaque for all of his 
hard work and dedication to DAV and the Department of Louisiana.
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Commander Gordon Jeffers, His Wife DOL DAVA 
Chaplain, Wade Jenkins, Korean War Veteran Purple 
Heart recipient Ivy Simon, US Army, and local police 
officers from Forest Hill and Glenmora along with 
Forest Hill Junior High school officials, and student 
trainees. The chapter has restarted the program this 
year to teach the children at schools in our area to 
properly take down, fold and unfold the next morning  
and put the US Flag up properly, Present today were 
two children from 7th, 6th, 5th, 4th grades at Forest 
Hill Junior High.

DAV Unit 7 member Mrs. Camille Bordelon, (Wife of 
Ch & DEC Alan Bordlen) does a fantastic job with  
providing snacks, muffins, brownies, etc to be  
distributed at our Thursday afternoon Claims sessions. 
She is also one of the best volunteers for any project 
the chapter undertakes. She is always helping in so 
many ways, a terrific DAVA member and friend of  
the Chapter.

Commander Gordon Jeffers presenting HSC Paul  
Abbott commemorating his service as HSC, and 10 
year + years as Claims Service Officer for our chapter, 
he sees about 75-100 veterans per month helping them 
with claims and to find help in Alexandria VAHCS. 
Terrific job as Departments Van Coordinator for central 
Louisiana area, and the Eunice, Lafayette, Lake Charles 
areas.

Lyn Gray (US ARMY VIetnam), Joseph Desselle  
Desert Storm/Desert Shield), Ed Rachal (Vietnam 
Era), Jerry Ashmore (US Army Vietnam), Wade Jenkins 
taking the photo, just an old Air Force guy. 

All are DAV Chapter 7, who also belong to  
Alexandria/Pineville Honor Guard unit and do  
military funerals for local veterans, 5 were conducted 
this past week ending last Sunday 21st..

CHAPTERS 7 -  NEWS
Paul P. Benoit Memorial
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Chapter 21 -  News
Sabine

Our chapter and auxiliary members have been participating in numerous activities this year! 
We have been giving the sheriff’s department donated canned goods to distribute to those in 
need. When they receive the goods, there is a label attached that recognizes that our chapter 
and auxiliary have donated the goods to them. 

We are going to keep our attendance in the local parades. We have been taking donations 
of small US flags that we give to parade goers, and of course, we throw a lot of candy to the 
little ones! 

Commander Pam Russell has made the time to send quarterly active members a letter to 
remind those that haven’t been able to attend our meetings, what has been going on. She has 
also started sending out meeting reminders in the form of a postcard every month. 

Our commander has been diligently finding new applicants for both the chapter and auxil-
iary. She has ensured to get permission from the older veterans that don’t have to pay for 
their membership. That way they can get the quarterly DAV magazine to keep current on the 
veteran issues. 

We have started a new committee. We are calling it the Vet Assistance Committee of DAV 
Chapter 21. We are going to help those in need in our community with lawn mowing, trans-
portation, and other needs.  We have a lot of experienced helpers in our chapter. 

We have started our meeting earlier, at 5:30, so that we don’t run into driving in the dark. 
We meet every month and have a potluck dinner. We usually start our meetings at 6:00. This 
time in great for getting to know each other better and to find out if anyone has any needs 
that we can help with. 

This is all we have to report for this time! DAV rocks!!

This cake was made from scratch by our member, 
Vera Kingsly, who usually provides a monthly treat at 
our meetings.



43The Louisiana JournaL

Chapter 23 -  News
Westbank

Women Veterans Luncheon
An update from the Women Veterans of Westbank Chapter 23

(Chapter of the First Female State Commander for the Department of Louisiana)  
 
In addition to enjoying an awesome lunch on Saturday July 30, 2022, we had an opportunity to share 
issues specific to females. We also discussed projects that could benefit our community and comrades.
 
Included in the seventeen women veterans’ attendees was our dynamic guest, Sandy Franks, USAF, 
retired, Department of Louisiana, Women Veterans Coordinator.  In addition to Sandy’s position as a 
Coordinator, she serves as Senior Vice Commander, Chapter 30. Sandy gave an extensive overview of the 
invaluable services that can be provided by women veterans in their communities.  She shared with us 
the projects in the Shreveport area they had accomplished.
 
We acknowledge and appreciate the historical contributions of women veterans in our society.  We honor 
the commitment, service, and experiences of every woman who has served in the Armed Forces.
 
Our thanks to the Masonic group, A.T. Robinson Chapter #89 Royal Arch Mason PHA and Belinda Hill 
for sponsoring the event.

Pictured back row l-r: Theresa Johns, Stella LeJeune, Linda Givens, Wanda Conner, Wanda Coats, Gwyn 
Meredith, Katina Brown, Veronica Nellon, Alma Reneau. Front row l-r: Phyllis Jones, Shayla De La Rose, 
Kimberly Cureaux, Ingrid Moore, Anna Zurita, Mae Chapman, Joshaline Mackie, Sandy Franks.  
Kneeling: Belinda Hill.
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Chapter 23 -  News
Westbank

Westwego Memorial Day Service 2022

Top left: Ch.23 Commander Raymond G. Williams being introduced by Westwego Mayor Robert Billiot. 
Top center: Westwego Memorial. Top right: Guest Speaker Department Commander Belinda Hill and 
Ch. 23 Commander Raymond G. Williams. Bottom left: Presentation of DAV Ch. 23 Wreath by Comrades 
Alvin Mason & James Smoak. Bottom center: DAV Ch. 23 members in attendance Purvis Bridges, Anna 
Zurita, Katina Brown, Alma Reneau, Thomas O’Keefe, Veronica Nellon, Katherine Causey, David Savoie, 
Linda Givens, Jason Hill, Belinda Hill, Hershey Vaughn, Donald Bryant, Wanda Conner, Michael Hedge, 
Richard Walker, Lucille Walker. Bottom right: Guest speaker Belinda Hill with Westwego Mayor Robert 
Billiot, and minister for benediction.
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Chapter 23 -  News
Westbank

Gretna Farmers Market August 2022

Pictured standing from l-r: Sr. Vice Commander Michael Hedge, Treasurer Linda Givens. Seated from 
l-r: Thomas O’Keefe, James Smoak.  Department Commander Belinda Hill (not pictured). 
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Chapter 23 -  News
Westbank

August 2022 Mtg
This month at our regular monthly meeting, membership awards and pins were given out and photos 
was taken of the recipients with our commander and senior vice commander (photo below).

Pictured standing from l-r: Sr. Vice Commander Michael Hedge, Katina Brown – 10 yrs, NSO Beverly James – 10 
yrs, Gwyn Meredith – 5 yrs, Commander Raymond G. Williams, NSO Donald Bryant – 15 yrs, Department  

Commander Belinda Hill – 10 yrs. Seated from l-r: Paul Bailey – 20 yrs, George T. Doucet – 20 yrs,  
Thomas O’Keefe – 35 yrs.

April 2022 Mtg
At the April meeting newly elected Chapter Officers were given their oaths for the uncoming year of 

2022-2023, for Chapter 23.

(from L-to-R) Commander Raymond Williams,  Judge Advocate Donald Bryant, Treasurer Linda  
Givens, Officer of the Day Alvin Mason, 3rd Junior Vice Commander Katrina Brown, 1st Junior Vice 
Commander Veronica Nellon, Senior Vice Commander Michael Hedge, and Adjutant Mitchell Cota.
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Chapter 30 -  News
Shreveport-Bossier

DAV Seminar
NSO Donald Bryant conducted a seminar for members of Chapter 30 in Shreveport, LA at their 

September meeting.
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For more information on
http://davdol.org/images/2022_Mid-Winter_Letter_MS.pdf 
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Greetings Everyone,

First, I would like to thank each one of you  
individually and collectively for your hard work and 
dedication shown during the planning and  
implementing of the State Convention and 100th  
Celebration held in May 2022.  It was a success 
because of your kind efforts.  Special thanks to the 
Auxiliary for their extended kindness to me in the  
assistance with Registration.  It was great seeing 
everyone for this historical event.  My spouse and I 
really enjoyed attending the activities.
 

Congratulations to all the new Line Officers and our new Department Commander Mrs. 
Belinda Hill. This was a historical moment for the DAV Dept. of LA electing its first woman 
Commander during the 100th year celebration.  What an awesome and amazing event!  I also 
extend best wishes to the former Department Commander Jr. PDC Mike McTiernan.   
Congratulations are also extended to DAVA National 4th Junior Vice Commander Mrs. Kathe 
Wenthe.   Welcome back to the Dept. Adjutant, PDC Paul Hermann Jr.  Thank you for all your 
hard work and dedication given to the Department by continuing to work behind the scenes 
while recovering from a major surgery.  Thanks also to your spouse Mrs. Joan Gondron for 
her hard work and support granted to me during your recovery.  I look forward to a successful 
Mid- Winter Conference in November 2022 and I hope to see all of you there. 
 
Respectfully,
 
Detra Fairley
DAVDOL, Louisiana Journal Editor

Final Thoughts, A Word from Your Editor
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Hello DAV and DAVA members,

For those who may not know me, my name is Mitchell 
Cota, and I am the Adjutant for Chapter 23. For the 2022 
State Convention if you attended you may have seen me 
running around taking pictures of all the events. I heard 
some have referred to me as “The Camera Guy,” I like it!

I currently publish, print, and create the pdf of the DAV 
Louisiana Journal, scheduled for three issues during the 
2022-2023 DAV year. Working with Detra Fairley as  
Editor in gathering all articles and events for the Journal 
for each issue at Department Headquarters. I also work 
hand in hand with my wife Desiree Cota as our  
Content Editor ensuring all the ‘i’s” are dotted and “t’s” 
are crossed for each issue.

My hopes for the Journal this year is getting the word out. Getting the word out about  
Chapters, their Units, and the great work they are doing for veterans throughout the Depart-
ment. Eventually I hope to work with over 50 newspapers within the state getting the word out 
about the DAV and its programs for veterans.  

I intend to make my way to Chapters over the next few months.  Giving photography tips for 
cameras and smart phones, documenting your meetings and events, and submitting everything 
to Detra Fairley and myself. I will contact each Chapter a few weeks in advance as not to disrupt 
any normal agendas of your meetings.

Thank you, I look forward to seeing and visiting at your meetings across the Department.

Mitchell R. Cota
Stompy Productions LLC
mitch@mrcota.com

Publisher - GraPhic DesiGner
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Deadline for submitting Articles to The Louisiana Journal are as follows: 

Issue 2 – 2022-23 DAV Year 
 

Issue 2 will include the following months September, October, November, and December. 
Deadline for Louisiana Journal Issue 2 will be December 29, 2022!  
 

Line Officers 
Line Officers please keep your articles between 200 and 300 words about the things you are 
trying to accomplish as you ascend as a Line Officer.  
 

Chapters/Units 
Chapters/Units, if you have submissions, PLEASE send them in shortly after an event occurs, 
while things are still fresh in you minds of what happened. All event information will be stored 
in your Chapter/Unit folder to put together for Issue 2, when it is published at the end of the 
second week of January 2023. 

Issue II will be published the Second Week in January. 
These are the things to remember when submitting an Article for the Journal: 

1. Include a paragraph about the event you are submitting, remember the WHO, WHAT, 
WHEN, WHERE, and WHY of the event that you’re writing about. One or two 
paragraphs is plenty. 

2. Include member’s names in photos, and who submitted the photo if possible or what 
the photo is about at the event. 

3. When taking pictures remember to get the people in the photo (zoom in on them but 
get them all in) sometimes it’s nice to get a sign or banner in the photo with 
members, but take a picture of it by itself and I can make it the banner for your 
article.  

4. When sending articles and pictures, 
a. Send the text of your article as a word document, include everything from 

item (1) in the text. 
b. Sending pictures from phones or cameras: 

i. From Phone, email the photo at the largest or actual size (NOT the 
SMALLEST) it will look better in the Journal. 

ii. From Camera, email the actual size of the picture 
5. On the heading of the email PUT your Chapter/Unit Number and Send to both: 

mitch@mrcota.com AND detra@davdol.org 
Chapter and Unit article(s) will be placed under the heading Chapter (#) News. 

 
Any questions TEXT me at 504-460-8860 or email me at mitch@mrcota.com. 


